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Regional milk union to help
farmers who lose milch
animals : Kerala

The Ernakulam Regional Cooperative
Milk Producers’ Union (ERCMPU) will
come to the aid of dairy farmers who
lose milch animals or heifers but have
no insurance cover for the animals.
This was among the several new
measures being introduced by the
cooperative to support the sector in
the region.

Agriculture Ministry  funded 
 66 startups to promote millet
consumption, says Union
Agriculture  Minister

The Government of India has invested
over Rs 6.25 crore in 66 agritech
startups to spur the consumption of
millet in the country, remarked Union
Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar. He was addressing High
Commissioners/ Ambassadors at the
pre-launch celebration of the IYOM
2023, and the efforts are in the
direction of promoting millet
consumption under the International
Year of Millets 2023.
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Mother Dairy pledges 101,000
glasses  of milk on the 101st
birth  anniversary  of  Dr Kurien

Mother Dairy, India’s leading dairy
player, has pledged to distribute
101,000 glasses of milk to the
underprivileged on the occasion of
National Milk Day 2022, marking the
101st birth anniversary of Dr Verghese
Kurien, also known as the father of
India’s White Revolution.

ERCMPU comprises dairy farmers in
Ernakulam, Thrissur, Idukki and
Kottayam districts. Those losing
milch animals will be paid ₹15,000,
while those who lose heifers will get
₹10,000. The scheme will benefit
dairy farmers under nearly 1,000
primary milk cooperatives in the
region.

The birth anniversary of Dr Kurien, the
Father of White Revolution in India, is
celebrated as the National Milk Day
every year across the country. His
"Billion-Litre Idea" – Operation Flood –
is the world's largest dairy
development programme that made
dairy farming as India's largest self-
sustaining industry and the largest
rural employment provider. It made
India the world's largest milk producer
from a milk-deficient nation. Mother
Dairy was established in 1974 during
this  noble initiative of Operation
Flood, under the able leadership of Dr
Kurien.

The Union Agriculture Minister
informed that another 25 startups
have also been approved for further
funding. “Funding is being done by the
ministry to support sustainable
production, creating awareness for
higher consumption, developing
market and value chain and research-
development activities,” he was
quoted as saying.

The regional cooperative will also
distribute hay at subsidised rate, and
distribution of subsidised silage will
go on till December. ERCMPU will
also provide subsidy on interest to
farmers who avail bank loans to
purchase animals. 
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Heat  stress  crimping  summer  milk  output: Study
Increasing spells of summer heatwave in north western India, thought to be linked to climate change, are hurting milk
productivity, or output per cattle, while raising costs of production for farmers, a study by the flagship National Dairy
Research Institute has found, highlighting the vulnerability of the country’s agriculture sector to extreme weather.

Climate scientists have warned that scorching heatwaves in India, among
other extreme weather events, are certainly being driven by global
warming, posing a risk to food output. Milk productivity in the world’s
largest producer has also been on a decreasing trend during summers due
to heat stress, the recent study found.

significantly reduces the fortnightly milk productivity of dairy animals by 0.42-0.67% in northern Indian plains.

“A key risk to agriculture is the damage from unseasonal rain and heat patterns to food crops. Weather shocks have
become more frequent, intense, and worryingly, remain unpredictable. For instance, October this year was one of the
wettest in recent years at the all-India level,” said economist Dipti Deshpande of Crisil Ltd.

Disaggregating the financial losses, the study found a higher share of losses for Uttar Pradesh than Punjab and
Haryana. More animals fell sick in summers due to extreme temperatures and dairy farmers have to increase resources
– such as cooling equipment – which raises the cost of milk production by up to 12%, according to a 2021 paper by the
Indian Council of Agriculture Research. For instance, cooling options, such as fans and sprinklers, raise electricity and
water consumption and are not economically viable for smallholder dairy farmers.

India’s milk output had risen 44% from 146 million tonne in 2014 to 210 million tonne currently, growing 6% annually,
higher than the world average of about 2%. Extreme weather poses increasing risks to India’s agriculture sector, which
includes dairy, which contributes 17% to the country’s GDP and employs nearly half its population.

The study found that each unit increase in the  temperature humidity
index — an  indicator  of  thermal  stress, above a  so-called  “critical level” 

India will produce 45% of global milk in future, says Amul

India is the world's largest producer of milk and milk products contributing to 23
percent of global production. 

"India is not only the world's largest producer of milk but also the world’s largest
and fastest growing market. Today if we are contributing 23 percent of world
milk production, the way we have grown in the last 15-25 years, we will be
producing  around  three  times more, which will be 45 percent to the world’s  milk
production in the future," said RS Sodhi, managing director of Gujarat
Cooperative  Milk  Marketing  Federation (GCMMF) otherwise  known  as  Amul.

Under business-as-usual scenario of “population and productivity growth trends of dairy animals in the high milch
animal density region comprising Punjab, Haryana and western Uttar Pradesh”, production losses due to “heat stress
are projected to be around 3,39,000 tonnes” in the current decade, the study states. At a standard retail price of ₹45
per litre, this loss amounts to financial loss of ₹15000 core, the study states.

All over the world, demand for milk and milk products is increasing, he added. However, compared to last year, the price
increase in milk and milk products is around 8 percent, which is the lowest in the world. "The developed economies like
the USA, Europe or other southeast countries, milk prices are increased from 10-12 percent to 30-50 percent. In India, it
is most stable," he said.



62-year-old  Gujarati  Woman  Opens  Dairy  at  Home, Sells  Milk  Worth Rs 1 crore  
in  a  Year
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Aavishkaar  Capital  Backs  Dairy  Startup  Mooofarm  In  Series  A  Round

Dairy startup Mooofarm Pvt Ltd raised $13 million (about Rs. 106 crore) in a
Series A funding round led by Aavishkaar Capital. 

Navalben, who hails from Nagana village in Banaskantha district, beating
all odds started a mini-revolution in her district. According to reports, she
created a record by selling milk worth Rs 1.10 crs in 2020, making a profit
of Rs 3.50 lakh every month. In 2019, she sold milk worth Rs 87.95 lakh.

In the year 2020, Navalben started a milk company at her home. Now, she
has more than 80 buffaloes and 45 cows that meet the milk requirements
of people in several villages.

with existing investors Rockstart AgriFood, Navus Ventures including venture debt from Alteria Capital, according to
a press statement.

The 62-year-old says she has four sons but they all earn less than her. She said, “I have four sons who are studying
and working in cities. I run a dairy with 80 buffaloes and 45 cows. In 2019, I sold milk worth Rs 87.95 lakh and stood
first in Banaskantha dist. Navalben milks her cows every morning, now has 15 employees working for her at the dairy.

Navalben was featured in Amul Dairy Managing Director R S Sodhi list of '10 Crorepati Rural Women Entrepreneurs'
published in the year 2020 with Rs 87,95,900.67 earnings by selling 221595.6 litres of milk. She earned the highest
among all 10 women. Apart from this, she has also received two Lakshmi Puraskars and three Best Pashupalak
Puraskars for her achievements in the field of dairy farming in the Banaskantha district.

60 is the average age at which people aspire to retire, but Navalben is running a highly successful and lucrative
business, not only feeding herself but also her employees.

The round comprised about $11.5 million (about Rs 94 crore) equity and
$1.5 million (about Rs 12 crore) debt investments, the startup’s founder and
chief executive officer, Param Singh told.

Founded in 2019, Mooofarm aims on bridging the technology gap to empower marginalized dairy farmers. the startup
offers a ‘Dairy as a Service (DaaS)’ full-stack platform where farmers can buy cattle, access tele-health and balanced
nutrition services to optimize milk yield. The platform is enabled by smart cloud farms in operational geographies
where farmers can buy cattle and learn farming best practices.

Apart from Aavishkaar Capital, other investors including Accel Partners,
Aditya Birla Ventures, the Venture capital arm of Aditya Birla Group,  along

“We aim to utilise this Series A funding to further expand our operations nationally and strengthen our capacity to
cater to the growing needs of our farmer communities,” MoooFarm founder and CEO Param Singh said. The startup
currently operates in Rajasthan, Punjab and Haryana, where it plans to further scale its operations using this funding,
in addition to expanding its footprint to Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh.



Britannia  enters  JV  with  Bel  SA;  to  sell  49%  stake  in  Britannia  Diary
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Supreme Court worried over effect of GM crops on livelihood of women farm
labourers

Biscuits and dairy products maker Britannia Industries has entered into
a joint venture agreement with Bel SA of France and Britannia Dairy
Private Limited (BDPL) to develop, manufacture and sell cheese
products in India and some other markets. As a part of joint venture, Bel
SA will acquire 49% stake in Britannia's wholly owned subsidiary
Britannia Dairy Private Limited (BDPL) for Rs 262 crore, and then infuse
an additional Rs 215 crore in the joint venture. 

The entity will be renamed as Britannia Bel Foods Private Limited. 

Bel Group is a world leader in branded cheese and a significant player in the healthy snacking segment with brands
like The Laughing Cow, Kiri, Babybel, Boursin and Nurishh, with sales of 3.38 billion euros in the calendar year 2021.

"BDPL will become a joint venture company of Britannia and Bel in India, which will undertake the cheese business in
the territory. Further, as a part of the JV, BDPL will allot equity shares to Britannia and Bel, in accordance with the
terms of the share subscription agreement entered between Britannia, Bel and BDPL," the company said in a
regulatory filing.

The cheese products will be produced in the JV's new, state-of-the-art-facility at Ranjangaon, Maharashtra. The
products will be co-branded using the trademarks Britannia and The Laughing Cow. The domestic cheese market,
estimated at over Rs 4,000 crore, is led by Amul, Britannia, Mother Dairy and Govardhan.

The Supreme Court on Wednesday expressed concern about the plight of
thousands of women agricultural labourers in rural areas, traditionally
engaged in de-weeding, who will be part of the human cost if the
government permits the commercial cultivation of herbicide-tolerant crops
such as GM mustard in India.

"In rural areas, women are experts in removing weeds. They are a part of the
labour force in agriculture in India. It brings them employment… You know it 
is because women started agriculture that humankind stopped being nomads and we saw the sprouting of
civilisations," Justice B.V. Nagarathna observed orally while hearing challenges against the environmental clearance
given to genetically modified mustard by the government.

Senior advocate Sanjay Parikh, for a petitioner, said the widespread use of herbicide-tolerant crops would encourage
farmers to spray chemical weed-killers, leaving toxic chemical residue in large amounts on the crops. Advocate
Prashant Bhushan, for activist Aruna Rodrigues, submitted that India has 5,477 varieties of mustard, which would be
at risk.

Advocate Mr. Bhushan said GM mustard, if approved for commercial cultivation, would be the first genetically
modified food crop available to Indian farmers. He recalled how the BT Brinjal was withdrawn by the government
years ago after the regulatory system was found riddled with inconsistencies. "Hybrid crops should not be released in
the open fields and allowed to contaminate other crops. It would trigger a chain reaction which would be irreversible,"
he said.



Focus  on  Animal  Husbandry  for  Enhanced  Farmers’  Income
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The role of the animal husbandry sector is transforming rural India and promises to handsomely aid in doubling
farmers’ income. Although agriculture sector growth has been around 3-4%, yet it still remains the primary source of
livelihood for over 50% of India. In 2021-22, the timely intervention by the Centre in the form of a Rs. 20 lakh crore
economic package under the ‘AatmaNirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan’, coupled with other growth promoting schemes, helped
agriculture to achieve an improved growth of 3.9%. Hence role of the animal husbandry sector is significant as it
promises outstanding prospects for crores of farmers and a big boost to the overall rural economy. Moreover,
traditionally the farmers in India have maintained a mixed farming system- i.e. a combination of crops and livestock,
where one complements the other, and also helps realize the resource efficiency. Thereby, enhanced focus on the
growth of animal husbandry has been a practicable strategy for income growth, if executed properly.

The animal husbandry market was estimated to be around Rs. 1000
billion in 2021 and experts expect it to reach Rs. 1,574.7 billion by
2027. It means the growth rate is anticipated to be 7.66% during
2022-2027, which is almost double the growth rate of agriculture.
Livestock sector grew at a compound annual growth rate of 8.15%
during last five years. Clearly, it has the potential to raise the
income of farmers much faster than agriculture. Moreover, this
sector may catch further momentum with the growing population
and the rising consumption of eggs, meat, fish, dairy products and
other such things. Exports of the animal husbandry products have
also been registering a good growth over the years.

If we discuss the number of people depending upon animal husbandry sector for their livelihood, they are more than
two crore. Livestock contributes 16% to the income of small farm households, and 14% for all rural households,
besides providing employment to about 8.8 % of the population in the country. According to the Economic Survey-
2021, the contribution of livestock in total agriculture has increased from 24.32% in 2014-15 to 28.63% in 2018-19.
The role of livestock in socio-economic life of rural India is huge. The animals offer social security to small farmers
when faced by emergencies, besides offering regular income to the livestock farmers through sale of milk, chicken,
eggs and others. Thousands of landless and less-land people in villages simply depend upon livestock for their
livelihood.

Though, animal husbandry is a state subject, the Central Government is supplementing its efforts with schemes like
‘National Livestock Mission (NLM)’, ‘Animal Husbandry Infrastructure Development Fund’, Rashtriya Gokul Mission,
Accelerated Breed Improvement programme, establishment of Breed Multiplication Farms, launching of dairy mark,
National Programme for Dairy Development among others. NLM encourages rural entrepreneurs by providing 50%
subsidy up to Rs.50 lakh. An individual, Self Help Group, farmers cooperative organizations, Joint Liability Groups,
Farmers Producers Organizations(FPOs) and others, can benefit immensely from this scheme. Without doubt, animal
husbandry is an important primary source of income for lakhs of rural people, and also a secondary source of income
for scores of other rural families. It is increasingly assuming an important role in achieving India’s goal of doubling
farmers’ income.

Source:  News on Air 



Agriculture,  allied  activities  clock  a  buoyant  4.6%  growth  in  2nd  quarter
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SKUAST , Innovation and Entrepreneurship Centre started YouTube Channel  on 
 Business  Mindset  Program

Agriculture and allied activities clocked a robust growth of 4.6 per cent
at constant prices during the July-September quarter of FY23. This was
driven largely by the good performance of allied activities as very little
harvesting activities take place during these months.

“Agriculture growth of 4.6 per cent should be viewed with caution as it
is only early kharif harvest that would get included. The allied sectors
are more likely to have pushed up this growth rate,” said Madan
Sabnavis, chief economist at Bank of Baroda, in a note.

He said the high growth may not be due to residual impact of a good rabi harvest. This is because its impact is
typically felt in the first and fourth quarters of any financial year.

Gross value added (GVA) for agriculture, forestry and fishing during the comparable period of last year was 3.2 per
cent. The long-term average growth for agriculture and allied sectors is 3.5-4 per cent. But as the prices of farm
products rose, so did the price of inputs such as fertilisers and seeds. This would have wiped off the gains from high
inflation in agriculture products.

According to the first advance estimates for 2022-23 (July-June), production of rice in the kharif season is expected
to be almost 6.05 per cent less than the same period last year at 104.99 million tonnes. Rice production in the 2021-22
kharif season was a record 111.76 million tonnes. Production is expected to be down due to drought-like conditions in
the main growing regions of UP, Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal.

The Innovation and Entrepreneurship Centre SKUAST Kashmir, started First
of its kind YouTube Channel in J&K on Business Mindset Program. The
objective of the YouTube Channel is to sensitize and mentor the young
budding Audience with the tact of streaming Entrepreneurship related
content in the area of Agriculture and allied sectors.

The Channel is named SKUAST-K MINDSET PROGRAMME dedicated to
Sher e Kashmir University of Agricultural Sciences and Technology of
Kashmir, J&K UT (SKUAST-K).

Naveed bhat Working as a Coordinator, SKUAST said “The digital Channel is doing great nationally and young
innovators are continuously demanding to showcase their novel and grassroots innovations via this channel”. He said
the channel is getting great feedback from the audience.

For Entrepreneurs and Innovators in J&K UT, a program called "Aagaaaz" is being planned where the whole Journey
and motivation are taught to prepare for the challenges of Innovation, Entrepreneurship and startup.

In other kharif crops, according to the first estimates, production of pulses is projected at 8.37 million tonnes — the
same as last year. Oilseeds output is estimated at 23.57 million tonnes, which is 1.29 per cent down from 23.88
million tonnes during last kharif. Sugarcane production is projected at 465.04 million tonnes. This is 7.69 per cent
more than the 431.81 million tonnes produced last year.
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Dairying  &  Sustainable  Development  Goals

Centre of Excellence for Dairy Skills in India (CEDSI) helps the empowerment and betterment of Livelihood for
farmers, wage workers, and other stakeholders in the Dairy & allied sector value chain. We have taken this initiative to
aware all the stakeholders on how working in dairy sector would bring real change. Every week we shall publish about
how each goal is associated with dairy & livestock and is bringing holistic sustainable development for all. This is the
13th article in the series.

Sustainable Development Goal 13 aims to Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts. SDG 13
Targets 

Climate  change  affects livestock production in multiple ways, both directly and indirectly, e.g. through the increase
of CO2 concentration in the atmosphere, variations in precipitation and temperature swings. The most signfi cant
impacts are felt in animal productivity, forage and feed crop yields, animal health, and biodiversity. The impacts of
climate change on animals are quanti ed to some extent. Impacts on feed crops and forages, and grasslands to a
lesser extent, have also been quantified, despite uncertainties resulting from complex interactions between climatic
factors (mainly temperatures) and CO2 concentrations. Increased temperatures and reduced precipitations have
direct negative impacts on yields, and records during drought events can reveal major drops in forage production,
such  as the 60 per cent de ficit of green fodder.

Goal 13 : Climate Action

Livestock perfect partner for SDG 13

Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate related disasters
Integrate climate changes measures into policies and planning 
Build knowledge and capacity to meet the climate change 
Implement the UN frame work convention on climate change
Promotion mechanisms to raise capacity for planning and management 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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Goal 13 calls for urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts. The relationship between livestock and
climate change works in two ways. On the one hand, livestock makes a signi cant contribution to climate change with
greenhouse gas emissions. On the other hand, climate change affects livestock production with the quality and
availability of feed and forage and the incidence and prevalence of animal diseases.

Conclusion :

Partner with CEDSI to Implement social development projects in alignment with SDG Goals 

Livestock also makes a significant contribution to climate change. FAO estimates that emissions from livestock
supply chains amounted to about 8.0 gigatonnes of CO2 equivalent in 2010 and Direct emissions, including enteric
methane and emissions from manure management, accounted for 4.2 gigatonnes of CO2eq. In addition, emissions
from animal feed and forage production account for 3.3 gigatonnes of CO2eq. Beef and cow milk are the two
commodities with the highest total emissions, accounting for 3.0 and 1.6 gigatonnes CO2eq, respectively.

Emissions from the livestock sector could already be brought down signi cantly simply by making wider use of
existing best practices and technologies. In effect, a 30–35 per cent reduction in GHG emissions would be possible if
producers in any given system, region or climatic zone adopted the technologies and practices currently used by their
least-emission-intensive peers (measured per unit of animal product). There is a very large body of evidence on how
livestock can contribute to mitigating GHG emissions. Possible interventions to reduce emissions are mainly based on
technologies and practices that improve production ef ficiency at the animal and herd levels. They include better
feeding practices, animal husbandry and health management. Manure management practices that ensure the
recovery and recycling of nutrients and energy contained in manure, and energy savings and recycling along supply
chains, are further mitigation options.
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